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San Francisco Accordion Club September, 2023 

 

The 32nd annual Cotati Accordion Festival was a rousing success and so much fun! Our Club 

had a very visible presence in La Plaza park, with lots of schmoozing going on. The Cotati Ac-

cordion Festival (CAF)  is known for its world-class accordionists; its polka and zydeco dance 

tents; its jam tent; and its tons of vendors selling artwork, clothing, jewelry, and refreshments. 

Anyone with an affinity for the instrument simply must attend the CAF to see 

what it’s all about, it’s considered a rite of passage in the accordion world.  

The buzz at the SFAC booth consisted of those cute little (and some not-so-

little!) accordion figurines for sale, as well as assorted sheet music and accordion-themed 

books and magazines. There was so much outreach happening, with new people asking 

about the Club and even some other people stopping by who had past connections with 

us. For example, a woman named Caroline told us her grandmother (born in 1919) had 

belonged to the Club and she remembers sitting next to her years ago as she played her 

accordion. That would be Agnes Lampe. Another gentleman came by to tell us that he 

remembered going to Club meetings long ago, around the time the name 

changed from the Bay Area Accordion Club to the San Francisco Accordion 

Club, its original name from the 1910s. That would be Larry DelCarlo. Jerry 

Keifer mentioned that years ago he had heard that Frank Morrocco was 

going to play at the Festival and he told his wife “I gotta go hear him play!” 

-  and he has been attending nearly every year since. Still another person 

stopped by to ask us to help him remember the name of his accordion 

teacher from some 50 years ago in San Francisco – alas, we could not.  

Paul Cain was at the booth with his 8-bass Hoehner when a very small child named 

George tapped him asking “is that your accordion?” Paul didn’t skip a beat and gave 

George a chance to give it a whirl (see photo). This is a not-yet-3-year-old who was 

drawn to it. His grandparents said he is drawn to just about any musical instrument he 

sees, so we can hardly wait to have him on the student stage in a couple of years. 

Armed with a 12- bass, Rosemary offered a couple of other youngsters a chance to 

press a few buttons, press keys and make some sound. If nothing else, it provided the 

parents a great photo-op and may have "planted a seed". 

A special thanks to all the volunteers who assisted in running the SFAC booth, including Elaine and 

Robert Cooperstein, Rosemary Busher, Thomas Seiter, Pamela Tom, Natasha Lyukevich, Colin Kennedy, 

Joseph Martin, and Colette Ogata as well as anyone else that stopped by to say hello and lend a hand. 

It means so much! 

The SFAC shines at the Cotati Accordion Festival 2023  
By Rosemary Busher 

We will be back again next August, contact us if you would like to be involved.  
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 The 2023-24 Membership Drive will have begun by the time you read this. Although none of the Board members 

can even remember the last time dues increased, we have certainly noticed the increased cost of running the Club. 

The inflation’s biggest impact has been on (a) the cost of printing & mailing newsletters to Club members who opt 

to receive it that way (more than $2 per issue); and (b) the rental fee for our in-person events at Milbrae’s Chetcuti 

Center, which is going to practically double compared with what it once was. The membership renewal form we 

just mailed details a realistic and we believe modest increase in Club dues. 

 For the first time ever, our September meeting, which presents the great Gail Campanella, live at Chetcuti and all 

the way from Santa Barbara, will be OPEN ACCESS. You can share the ZOOM link you will receive with anyone you 

like, to increase awareness of our Club. This one-time-only arrangement is also our way of thanking you for your 

support as we begin the annual renewal drive. 

 Confronted with this large rental fee increase for Chetcuti, the Board has begun discussion of possible changes in 

our frequency of in-person meetings, a possible change of venue, or both. If you happen to be aware of a venue in 

the Bay Area to consider, please let someone on the Board know about it. Remember, it would have to feature 

easy parking and be in an attractive, safe neighborhood. 

 We receive relatively frequent requests from the public to suggest Club accordionists available to play at various 

events. Well, SFACers, who amongst you would like to throw your hat in the ring to have your contact information 

forwarded when these requests come in? 

Loose Ends Continued from previous page By Robert Cooperstein 

Behind the Bellows is a 1-hour accordion documentary written, directed 

and narrated in 2009 by the SFAC’s own Steve Mobia. Steve notes that 

the video was originally shot using the standard DV (digital video) format 

of the day. He recently updated the video so that you can now watch it 

in high-definition on the Internet. The next paragraph about the docu-

mentary is taken from Vimeo, a video sharing platform (htps://

vimeo.com/382265821). 

 

 
 

“Seven years in the making, this is an American documentary about the beloved but often misunderstood squeezebox; 

its history and variety as well as its effect on popular culture. Contains insightful interviews with accordion legends such 

as Anthony Galla-Rini, Guy Klucevsek and Dick Contino among many others. See the original drawings for the accordion's 

patent of 1829 as well as the first design of the concertina. Visit an accordion museum and a factory where the instru-

ment's many parts are created. Venture through several types of concertinas, button boxes as well as high-tech MIDI 

accordions. See historic clips of Guido Deiro, Art Van Damme, Lawrence Welk and Frankie Yankovic. Discover why "Lady 

of Spain" is associated with the accordion. See the first attempt to make a rock-n-roll accordion. And listen to where 

the accordion might be headed in the future.” 

BEHIND THE BELLOWS 
Documentary Video Now Viewable in High Definition 

Submitted by Pamela Tom 

Photo Credit: Steve Mobia 
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August was a banner and roller-coaster month for Lou Jacklich, West Coast elec-

tronic accordion pioneer in the late 1950s, teacher and performer for nearly eight 

decades…and still at it! 

August 2023 started with a guest solo appearance at the Silicon Valley Accordion 

Society monthly meeting (generally first Sundays of the month) at Christ Episcopal 

Church in Los Gatos, CA. He delighted the audience with a technically elite program 

of his outstanding original virtuoso jazz standard and classic arrangements of Sum-

mertime, Misty, Bumble Boogie (Jack Fina’s 1946 adaptation of Rimsky-Korsakov's Flight Of The Bumblebee), 

Holiday for Strings, Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2, and one of his signature pieces, A Tribute to George Gershwin. 

Lou’s Gershwin tribute piece features the theme of Rhapsody in Blue, accented with woven hits including The 

Man I Love, ’S Wonderful, Bess You is My Woman Now, An American in Paris, Summertime, Fascinating 

Rhythm, and I Got Rhythm. (A version of this piece recorded some 4 years ago can be viewed on YouTube at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImdNx2RLZGo.) 

Known for creatively composing original tunes on 

the spot with notes suggested by audience mem-

bers, Lou dazzled them with four notes made in-

to a flirtatious melody using a wide range of ad-

vanced accordion skills. 

A frequently invited guest artist at the Annual 

Student Scholarship Fundraiser Concert, the 

opening program for the annual Cotati Accordion 

Festival, this year Lou was sidelined by an illness, 

from which he is recovering well. The 2023 sou-

venir program for the Festival included a full page 

announcement of the SFAC’s $500 Student Schol-

arship in honor of Mr. Jacklich. On the Cotati 

main stage, before hundreds of attendees, Elaine 

Cooperstein (SFAC Board Member and one of 

Lou’s students) announced the scholarship and 

paid tribute to her teacher; she also presented 

the scholarship to Nicholas Plasichuk. 

Towards the end of August Lou Jacklich was sur-

prised by some of his students with a group 

SKYPE chat to celebrate his 95th
 birthday. Stu-

dents wished him well and shared favorite anec-

dotes of his drawn from countless experiences as 

a performer. A favorite story during the call in-

cluded the gig he once played at a nudist colony 

(he refused to follow the norm, When in 

Rome… ). Jane Tripi performed her jazz interpre-

tation of Happy Birthday.  

Honoring Lou Jacklich: Accordion Pioneer, Teacher and Artist 
Submitted by Pamela Tom 
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Some of Lou Jacklich’s students greeted and entertained him on the morning of his 95th birthday. 

Two Past SFAC Members Play the Ray’s Deli Stage at CAF 
By Robert Cooperstein 

We would like to commend the excellent performances by 

two former SFAC members at Rays’s Deli Stage at the Cotati 

Accordion Festival. Accordionist Art Peterson, accompanied 

by guitarist Greg Pratt, played a wonderful Country and 

Western Swing set. After all these years we have known him, 

Art’s voice is still as smooth as Tennessee whiskey . . .  

And then there was Duckmandu, or as some would say, Aa-

ron Seeman. Not too many accordionists can handle the tran-

sition from Punk Rock to Fiddler on the Roof as well as Duck-

mandu, but more importantly, no other accordionist would 

be able to conceive the thought this might be an obvious 

thing to do.  

Thanks Art, thanks Aaron, see you down the road! 
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SFAC Board of Directors 

Ken Schwartz, President  
Kenneth.E.Schwartz@gmail.com 
 

Rosemary Busher, Vice-President  
(510)220-2931, rosemary@busher.org 
 

Paul Cain paulrussellcain@gmail.com 

Robert Cooperstein  (510)207-6009, drrcoop@sbcglobal.net 

Elaine Cooperstein (510)921-9323, elainedc@sbcglobal.net 

Randall Hicks (510)750-6858, hickr01@sprintmail.com 

Dominic Palmisano (Honorary) accord47@gmail.com  

Webmaster & Bookkeeping: Randall Hicks 

Newsletter: Content, Layout, Edit, Printing, Labeling, Mailing  

Elaine & Robert Cooperstein, Pamela Tom, Rosemary 

Busher (+ credited contributors each issue) 

Scholarship:  

Mike Zampiceni (408)569-2579, eclecticguy@comcast.net 

 Thank You, Donors!     

Sincere Thanks  to those who generously donate to 

support the SFAC. We thank these members who 
have made extra donations during our current mem-
bership year (Beginning October 1, 2022).  
Lorna Anderson; Dr. Scott T. Anderson; Ron Borelli; Dave 
Braun; Gail Campanella; Gay Castellano; Raymond Celentano; 
George Chavez; Elaine & Robert Cooperstein; Edward Crnich; 
Xavier & Candace de la Prade; Ed Gorzynski, Jr.; Lorraine In-
audi; Jerry Keifer; Nancy Leonard; Linda Lonay; Franco, Susan & 
Lorenzo Lucchesi; Michael A. Marotta, Jr.; Joseph Martin; Ed 
Massolo; Nora Mazzara; Anna Nicora; Laura Jean Niland; Gisele 
B. Oakes; Casey & Colette Ogata; David Perry; Robert D. & Dil 
Pisani; Shirley Roller; Don & Mary Savant; Dr. Kenneth 
Schwartz; Georgia Sutherland; Bill & Gloria Tapogna; Pamela 
Tom; Frank Venturelli; Barbara Winter; Tseli Wu; Mike Zampi-
ceni; Marlen Zhagel 
If you have donated and your name doesn’t appear here, please contact 
elainedc@sbcglobal.net. We greatly appreciate the support and want to be 
sure you are recognized. 

SFAC Scholarships 

Your Club has scholarship funds available to support 

accordion students studying with teachers who are SFAC 

members in good standing. Preference is given to students 

who demonstrate dedication to pursuing the study of the 

accordion. Contact Mike Zampiceni for a scholarship 

application.   eclecticguy@comcast.net    408-569-2579 

SFAC Newsletter Ad Policy 

Members may place 1/8-page (business-card size) free of charge for 

one month each year.  

Additional ads are $10/issue or $100/year.  

Monthly ad prices for members: 

1/8 page: $10; 1/4-page: $25; 1/2-page: $50; Full-page: $100.  

Non-member rates are double. 

Contact info@sfaccordionclub.com 

The San Francisco Accordion Club is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charita-
ble organization whose purpose is to enhance, promote and stimulate 
an appreciation for the accordion within the membership and through-
out the general public.  

Donations are tax-deductible and gratefully accepted by using the 
Donate button at www.sfaccordionclub.com  

Welcome back, everyone, from what I hope was a 
great summer for you! 

As we begin our new season, I’m encouraged to 
look back on the Club’s summer, capped with our 
3rd July picnic, bigger and better than ever. And 
our successful representation at the Cotati Ac-
cordion Festival, thanks to both our well-
attended canopy and the Club’s student scholar-
ship award as presented on the main stage by 
Elaine Cooperstein. 

The Club has begun our annual membership re-
newal period and a new season of events. We are 
facing a few new challenges this fall, including a 
marked increase in rent for our Millbrae venue, 
insurance, and a continuing need for volunteers 
to enable our events. All are surmountable – with 
your help! Perhaps we’ll consider changes in our 
venue(s) and streamlining our events. Whatever 
changes may come, we won’t compromise on quali-
ty and will continue to provide the best family-
oriented musical events possible.  

Stay tuned, and thanks, as always! 

Ken 

 

President’s Report 
Ken Schwartz 
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Support the Businesses That 

Support the SFAC! 

SFAC Members Performing Around the Bay 
 

Ron Borelli  San Mateo  -  RonBorelli@aol.com      
www.ronborelli.com 
 

Richard Denier  Carmel  -  rjd.denier@gmail.com 
 

Reno Di Bono  South Bay  -  ourhike@aol.com       
www.italianaccordion.com 
 

Joe Domitrowich  South Bay -www.alpinersusa.com 
or www.capricious-accordion.com 
 

Ed Gorzynski, Jr.  East Bay -  edspolkas@yahoo.com 
 

Il Duetto Musica (aka Paul Aebersold & Gloria Gazave) 
mazurkaman@yahoo.com  
https://www.facebook.com/Il- Duetto-Musica-
992981207392410/  
 

Robert Kennedy 
robertkennedymusic.com,  missionhotclub.com  
 

Pamela Tom  Yolo & Solano Counties 
accordionpam@gmail.com 
 

Mike Zampiceni  East Bay & South Bay 
eclecticguy@comcast.net,  www.mikezamp.com  

ACCORDION INSTRUCTION 
East Bay 

 Lou Jacklich*   510-317-9510 

 Joel Weber*  www.joelseastbayacordionlessons.weebly.com/ 

 Mike Zampiceni*   www.mikezamp.com 

  

Peninsula/South Bay 

 Reno DiBono  Reno.DiBono@gmail.com 

 Joe Simoni*  jsimoni2000@gmail.com, 650-867-1122 

 Mike Zampiceni*   www.mikezamp.com 

  

Outside the Bay Area 

 Gail Campanella* GailCampanella@gmail.com 805-

895-0457 (Santa Barbara)   

 Bonnie Birch* www.bonniebirch.com (Seattle)    

 Pamela Tom* accordionpam@gmail.com (Davis)   

 Lorna Anderson* 910-215-5757 (Pinehurst, NC)  

* = remote lessons (ZOOM, Facetime, Skype) available 

SFAC COMING EVENTS 
Mark Your Calendars! 

 

September 17 - Gail Campenella—Live at 
Chetcuti! 

October 15 – Accordion Circle - Oktoberfest Edition 

November 19 - Tracey Collins (Auckland, NZ) - via 
ZOOM 

December 2023 – No SFAC meeting - Holiday break 



 

 

  

fb.com/sanfranciscoaccordionclub  

San Francisco Accordion Club 

Newsletter  

c/o 10233 Bay Avenue 

Englewood, FL  34224  

www.sfaccordionclub.com 

First Class 

Postage 

FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 

 

Upcoming Events: Gail Campanella (September 17), SFAC Accordion Circle (October 15),  

Tracey Collins (via ZOOM) from Auckland, NZ (November 19) 

Chetcuti doors open at 2:00 PM, performances 

begin approximately 2:30 PM 

See email for link to online streaming  

See email for details, or  

contact info@sfaccordionclub.com  

SFAC Sunday Program 

September 17, 2023  

Gail Campanella 
Live In-Person + Online (ZOOM) access 

$10 members / $15 non-members 

Youth free with parent 

Chetcuti Community Room 

450 Poplar Avenue, Millbrae 

Plenty of free parking in Library lot 

Accessible location 

Close to public transit  (<1 mile from BART) 




