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San Francisco Accordion Club October, 2023 

 

Gail Campanella’s Outstanding Concert 
By Pamela Tom 

Maestra Gail Campanella, one of the SFAC’s finest accordion players, presented a knockout concert 

on September 17 that highlighted her technical command of our beloved accordion! Her concert 

was ear candy to the full house at the Chetcuti Community Room and to folks logged in on ZOOM. 

Gail’s virtuoso performance of 16 diverse complex compositions demonstrated her mastery of nu-

merous genres and her versatile accordion. Her program conveyed musical drama and flirtations as 

she fully extended her Pigini accordion’s attractive gold bellows.  

Gail’s thoughtfully prepared selections spanned 1886 (B. Smetana’s Dance of the Comedians) to 

1995 (W. Wild’s Achtung Los [Attention Go] Polka). Her opening number, Black Light (S. Rutka) an-

nounced her presence as a highly accomplished accordionist. The SFAC audience was treated to 

intricate dazzling tunes, rhythms, syncopation, chords, and arpeggios wrapped into a wonderful 

afternoon of classical, jazz, and pop tunes performed by the Maestra as she delivered winner after 

winner of spot-on accordion interpretations. Gail eloquently played vintage and modern accordion classics along with 

several novelties and tangos to the audience’s delight. Some of Gail’s pieces had been arranged by noted accordionists 

Ilmar Kuljus, Frank Marocco, Pietro Deiro, and Palmer-Hughes. 

Gracing the keyboard and buttons, her interpretation of Arabian Moods (P. Norrback, 1960) filled the room with exotic 

charms of Middle Eastern sounding music. Gail’s repertoire of American and European (French, Italian and German) ar-

rangements included: Tango Notturno (H.O. Borgmann, 1937), River Seine (G. La Farge, 

1948), Shades of Velvet, VIVO (J. Gart, 1981 and 1941), and Achtung Los (Attention Go) 

Polka (W. Wild, 1995). She introduced Dicitencello Vuje (R. Falvo and E. Fusco 1931) 

with The Godfather Waltz (N. Rota, 1972).  

The audience was invited to participate in three (Italian, 

American, and Canadian) interspersed tunes: Bella Ciao (a 

1906 protest song) was performed in various key changes 

with the audience chanting ciao, ciao, ciao and clapping; 

For Art’s Sake (Palmer-Hughes, 1964), a tune dedicated to 

Art Van Damme, the audience rhythmically vocalizing the 

sounds of brushes on the snare drum; and Hallelujah (L. Cohen, 1984), arranged by Gail as a 

sing-a-long. The Maestra’s rigorous program concluded with a rousing version of Dizzy Fingers 

(Z. Confrey, 1923) and an encore of her signature piece, Wrong Note Polka (A. DiPippo, 1959). 

You had to be there in person to experience the authentic sounds and enthusiasm of the ac-

cordion that Gail brought alive at the SFAC meeting! 

Some of the tunes that Gail performed for the SFAC are included on her CDs, Discovery and Ancora. They are $10 each 
plus shipping costs. Contact Gail at gailcampanella@gmail.com or text her mobile phone: (805) 895-0457. 
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SFAC Jam Band Celebrates Oktoberfest 
Pamela Tom 

Germany’s Oktoberfest 2023, which kicked off on September 16, was echoed in Millbrae by the San Francisco Accordion 

Club Jam Band. Under the leadership of Lou Jacklich, 11 band members ushered in Oktoberfest gemütlichkeit 

(cheerfulness) at the SFAC’s September meeting.  

A big welcome to first time player and one of our newest SFAC members, Yongyu Gao! We hope you will return often to 

support the band! The band’s sound was enhanced by Steve Marshall who brought along his portable bass and amplifier 

to keep the beat steady and the players on track. 

Among the seasonal favorites, the band enthusiastically squeezed out polkas and waltzes which could be heard outside 

the David Chetcuti Community Room and beyond the blue-hued SFAC club sign placed at the base of the short set of 

stairs greeting arrivals! Examples of lively beer hall tunes included: In München Steht Ein Hofbräuhaus, Just Because, 

Liechtensteiner Polka, and more! The only things missing to complement the music were steins of beer. A big thank you to 

Rosemary Busher for bringing miniature containers of beer as door prizes to suit the occasion.  

Members, plan to bring your accordion to the next meeting and join the fun! If you need the music in advance to re-

hearse for this month’s jam, please email your request to: info@sfaccordionclub.com . 

 

The Aurora Mandolin Orchestra is 

seeking a backup accordionist for this 

long-established Bay Area group.   

If interested, please contact Josephine 

T. Pellegrini, Director, 

at ginopell@aol.com.  

Aurora Mandolin Orchestra Seeks Accordionist 

Band members from left to right: Tibor Sarkany, Yakov Puhachevsky, Yongyu Gao, Shirley Lee, Scott Anderson, 
Colette Ogata, Lou Jacklich, Steve Marshall, Colin Kennedy, Don Savant, Pamela Tom, and Joseph Martin. 
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Support the Businesses That 

Support the SFAC! 

SFAC COMING EVENTS 
Mark Your Calendars! 

 

October 15 – Accordion Circle - Oktoberfest Edition 

November 19 - Tracey Collins (Auckland, NZ) - 
via ZOOM only 

December 2023 – No SFAC meeting - Holiday break 

January 21, 2024 – Gordon Kohl (San Diego) 

(Live at Chetcuti Community Center!) 

SFAC Members Performing Around the Bay 
 

Ron Borelli  San Mateo  -  RonBorelli@aol.com      
www.ronborelli.com 
 
 

Reno Di Bono  South Bay  -  ourhike@aol.com       
www.italianaccordion.com 
 

Joe Domitrowich  South Bay -www.alpinersusa.com 
or www.capricious-accordion.com 
 

Ed Gorzynski, Jr.  East Bay -  edspolkas@yahoo.com 
 

Il Duetto Musica (aka Paul Aebersold & Gloria Gazave) 
mazurkaman@yahoo.com  
https://www.facebook.com/Il- Duetto-Musica-
992981207392410/  
 
 

Pamela Tom  Yolo & Solano Counties 
accordionpam@gmail.com 
 

Mike Zampiceni  East Bay & South Bay 
eclecticguy@comcast.net,  www.mikezamp.com  

ACCORDION INSTRUCTION 
East Bay 

 Lou Jacklich*   510-317-9510 

 Joel Weber*  www.joelseastbayacordionlessons.weebly.com/ 

 Mike Zampiceni*   www.mikezamp.com 

  

Peninsula/South Bay 

 Reno DiBono  Reno.DiBono@gmail.com 

 Joe Simoni*  jsimoni2000@gmail.com, 650-867-1122 

 Mike Zampiceni*   www.mikezamp.com 

  

Outside the Bay Area 

 Gail Campanella* GailCampanella@gmail.com 805-

895-0457 (Santa Barbara)   

 Bonnie Birch* www.bonniebirch.com (Seattle)    

 Pamela Tom* accordionpam@gmail.com (Davis)   

 Lorna Anderson* 910-215-5757 (Pinehurst, NC)  

* = remote lessons (ZOOM, Facetime, Skype) available 



 

 

  

fb.com/sanfranciscoaccordionclub  

San Francisco Accordion Club 

Newsletter  

c/o 10233 Bay Avenue 

Englewood, FL  34224  

www.sfaccordionclub.com 

First Class 

Postage 

FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 

 

Upcoming Events:  SFAC Accordion Circle (October 15) 

Tracey Collins (via ZOOM) from Auckland, NZ (November 19) 

Come join us for fun and great music! 

Chetcuti doors open at 2:00 PM  

Jam/band begins approximately 2:15 PM 

See email for link to online streaming  

See email for details, or  

contact info@sfaccordionclub.com  

Chetcuti Community Room 

450 Poplar Avenue, Millbrae 

Plenty of free parking in Library lot 

Accessible location 

Close to public transit  (<1 mile from BART) 

SFAC Sunday Meeting 

Accordion Circle 

Open Mic/Solos + Group Play/Jam 

Live In-Person + Online access 

Sunday, October 15, 2023 




