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San Francisco Accordion Club November, 2023 

Membership Update 
by Robert Cooperstein 

 

In the last few months many new people have joined the SFAC, including 5 whom we met at the Cotati Accordion Festi-

val in August. Please join me in welcoming Michael Schillaci (San Francisco), Yongyu Gao (San Mateo), Michael 

Henscey (San Francisco), Lucia Mampieri (San Francisco) Peter Nye (Bekeley), Nadia Poskatcheeva (Mountain View), 

Nancy Jalonen (Burlingame), and Lorraine Inaudi (Redwood City).  

In follow-up correspondence, we learned that Yongyu Gao is a piano accompanist and currently accompanies elemen-

tary schools in Burlingame School District, Serra High School in San Mateo, and Ragazzi Boys Chorus in Redwood City. 

She played accordion through high school before switching to majoring in piano. She recently got access to an accordi-

on from one of the choirs that she accompanies and decided to pick up playing the instrument again. She is very happy 

and grateful to have met folks from the SFAC at the Cotati festival, and we are delighted to welcome Yongyu to our 

Club! 

On another note, we have concluded a very successful membership renewal drive for 2023-24. That stated, there are 

still some individuals yet to renew. Although some of them no doubt have decided to move on without us, looking over 

some of the names, we see some individuals who we are pretty sure intend to remain with the Club. If you are one of 

these people, please take care of business at this time to continue receiving our newsletter, as well as invites to our in-

person and live-streamed musical programs. I won’t be seeing you in person, since Elaine and I now reside in The Sun-

shine State, but then again, there’s (almost) always the ZOOM platform for us to be together.  

Something New!  
Time & Place for February 2024 SFAC ‘East Bay Accordion Circle’  

Despite our name and use of the Golden Gate logo, the San Francisco 

Accordion Club has many members residing outside of San Francisco, 

including in the East Bay. So, in response to requests from some of 

our East Bay members, we’re going to change our venue for the Feb-

ruary 25, 2024 meeting. The February venue will be the Piedmont 

Middle School, Orchestra Room 503. Piedmont is basically an island 

city surrounded by Oakland. 

The musical program will run from 2-5pm, with a jam session and 

probably a few solos, time permitting. The room accommodates up 

to 30 people, so an RSVP to info@sfaccordionclub.com will be appre-

ciated. We will live-stream the meeting on the ZOOM platform. This 

is a one-time-only venue change, something of an experiment for us, 

a bold move for SFAC - hopefully this change will not confuse people! 

In addition to the venue change, please note we are meeting on the 

4th Sunday of the month in February, not our usual 3rd Sunday. Here is 

the location, which you will be reminded of in our subsequent news-

letters and emails: Piedmont Middle School, Orchestra Room 503, 

740 Magnolia Ave., Piedmont, CA 94611 

More details, including a map of the campus, will follow in our Janu-

ary 2024 newsletter. 

~The SFAC Board of Directors 
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