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Continued on next page …  

SFAC April Event Summary 

All That Jazz! 
By Ken Schwartz 

Photos by Steve Mobia (SM) and Ken Schwartz 

Our vaunted jam band kicked off the meeting with a spirited jam ses-

sion skillfully led by Colette Ogata, who has stepped up to fill in for 

her mentor, the Maestro Lou Jacklich, who is currently not able to 

continue leading our jams. Following the group jam, several players 

volunteered to perform solos, including Don Savant, who led off with 

a great take on My Way, followed by Scott Anderson with Girl from 

Ipanema, and Ken Schwartz with So in 

Love by Cole Porter. Ken, playing on the Club’s Guerrini accordion, which was manufactured 

in San Francisco (circa 1947), played a bit of That’s Amore, which Rosemary Busher and he 

had played at last year’s Festa Italiana in San Francisco. The SFAC has been enthusiastically 

invited back by the organizers for this year’s Festa, and will have a bigger role than ever, with 

so much of the festival featuring accordion music! Be there on June 2nd, in San Francisco’s 

North Beach. 

Our Featured Performer this month was Steve Albini. Steve last performed for the club in May, 2017, at which time 

this author wrote: “Our Featured Performer, Steve Albini, is one of those rare multi-talented performers who soars 

equally well on the accordion as with vocals, English or Italian.“  

Steve’s performances of Italian music fused with jazz and world 

rhythms have brought him international acclaim. He was accompa-

nied by a surprise guest – the equally talented John Douglas. John 

has had a lifetime of experience in music. He has taught privately 

for over 20 years, having performed professionally on saxophone, 

clarinet, and flute for over 35 years. He performs widely around the 

Bay Area, including in 3 bands, Brazilian groups, and others. Need-

less to say, John was perfect for this event! 

The program was mostly classic jazz. John’s alto saxophone, soprano saxophone 

(also favored by performer Kenny G), and clarinet were paired with Steve’s vo-

cals and Roland rhythmic accordion accompaniments. Steve is also a terrific 

singer, so there were actually 4 simultaneous lines for each song performed to-

day: Steve’s vocal lead and 3 rhythmic lines, comprising accordion treble, accor-

dion bass, and John’s woodwinds, including saxo-

phone, clarinet and soprano sax. In all, they made for a 

unique, terrific musical combination!  

Steve and John “warmed up” with East of the Sun, music and vocals sung by Steve. Next was 

Baubles, Bangles and Beads, written in 1953 as a waltz for the musical Kismet, but popular-

ized by Frank Sinatra & Tom Jobim as a bossa nova. Steve called out the most recent memori-

alization of this jazz version of Baubles by John Pizzarelli, stating with some trepidation he had 

been working on his own accordion version. Not to worry Steve, your jazzed-up version was 

nothing short of wondrous!  
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The San Francisco Accordion Club is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable organization whose purpose is to enhance, pro-
mote and stimulate an appreciation for the accordion within the membership and throughout the general pub-
lic. Donations are tax-deductible and gratefully accepted by using the Donate button at www.sfaccordionclub.com  

SFAC Scholarships 

Your Club has scholarship funds available to support 

accordion students studying with teachers who are 

SFAC members in good standing. Preference is given 

to students who demonstrate dedication to pursuing 

the study of the accordion.  

Contact Mike Zampiceni for a scholarship application.   

eclecticguy@comcast.net    408-569-2579 

Annual SF Festa Italiana Street Fair 

Featuring a 2-day Accordion Festival 
By Robert Cooperstein 

The San Francisco Italian Athletic Club Foundation is sponsoring the 2-day Festa Coloniale Italiana Street Fair, a street 
festival of Italian food, drink, music, culture, family fun and more. As you look over the schedule you will see many fa-
miliar names, current and former members of the SFAC. On Sunday, our Club will have a canopy set up where folks will 
be able to get their hands, many for the first time, on an accordion and learn about the history of accordion culture in 

the Bay Area. Our friend Cory Pesaturo has informed the SFAC that he will be present on both Saturday and Sunday! 

Saturday June 1, 2024 (Tentative) 
11:00 AM Sonomo 
12:00 12:20 PM Queen and Court, Italian Consulate introduc-
tions & announcements 
12:20-12:50 PM Ricco Dancers  
1:00 PM World Pizza Champion Tony Gemignani Pizza Acro-
batics 
1:30 PM Ricco Italian Dancers 
2:00 PM il Sole featuring Steve Albini 
3:00 PM Vanessa Racci 
4:30 PM Ricco Dancers 
5:00 PM Nino Lane Band 
 
Sunday June 2 (Tentative) 
11:00 AM Mike Trucco Band 
12:10 PM Tatiana 
12:45 PM Ron Borelli Group 
1:45 PM  il Sole featuring Steve Albini 
2:45 PM Accordian sing-a-long of “That’s Amore” 
3:15 PM Bella Ciao featuring Tom Torriglia 
 

Details for the 2024 Festa Italiana are still in flux. For the latest information check the SFIAC Foundation web-
site for the most current details: https://www.sfiacfoundation.com/festa-coloniale-italiana.  

Coming in the June Newsletter:  

Can I Teach Myself to Play the 

Accordion? 
By Laura Niland 
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2024 AAA and ATG Festivals in July 2024 

Submitted by Pamela Tom 

The 86th American Accordionists’ Association Festival takes place July 12-14, 2024 at the Marriott Philadelphia West in 
Conshohocken, PA. Accordionists to date include Hanzhi Wang, Joseph Natoli, and Dallas Vietty. The AAA Festival Or-

chestra conductor is Frank Busso, Sr. More performers will be announced as plans firm up. Follow the AAA website 
(www.ameraccord.com) for hotel discount code, guest artist releases, and other festival announcements. 

The Accordionists & Teachers Guild, International meets July 23-27, 2024 at the Marriott Country Club Plaza in Kan-
sas City, MO. This year’s Festival celebrates the 90th birthday of Joan Cochran Sommers, (renowned accordionist, con-
ductor, and Professor Emerita of University of Missouri-Kansas City). Guest accordionists include Gorka Hermosa, Gray-
son Masefield, Michael Bridge, Nikolay Bine, UMKC Community Accordion Ensemble, Mirco Patarini, Stas Venglevski, 

Das Kollektiv Duo, and the ATG Festival Accordion Orchestra (directed by Ms. Sommers). For details on the ATG Festival 
visit https://www.atgaccordions.com/2024-festival. 

Both the AAA and ATG Festivals offer concerts, workshops, competitions (and prizes!), orchestras, exhibits, meals, so-
cializing and more. 

Online Accordion Star International Contest Submissions Due June 1, 2024 

Submitted by Pamela Tom 

USA competitors have been well represented by the SFAC members in previous years. Participants have included Siyuan 
Donnelly1, Anand Joseph2 and his daughters Annabelle3 and Juni4, Pamela Tom and Tseli Wu. 

Submissions for the Accordion Star International 2024 competition/festival are due June 1, 2024. There are 10 open 
categories: various youth ages, adult amateurs, professionals, bands, and best video with time limits ranging 5 to 15 
minutes. Depending on the category, cash prizes ranging from $100 to $500 are awarded to first place winners. The 
festival portion will feature concert performances, master classes, interviews, and presentations by members of the 
jury and festival guests. 

Everyone can view the entries and vote on their “public favorite” via FaceBook and YouTube during June 7-14, 2024. 
Competition information, rules and program are available on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/AccoStarFest) or 
contacting accostarfest@gmail.com.  
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Upcoming SFAC meetings: May 12 Accordion Circle - Live at the Chetcuti Community Center! 

June 16 Gary Blair (UK) - Live, In-Person at the Chetcuti Community Center! 

July 21 SFAC Club Picnic - San Mateo, Beresford Park (watch newsletter for details) 

Join us in Millbrae for fun & great music! 

SFAC members will receive ZOOM link via email 

Watch your email for details, or contact  

info@sfaccordionclub.com   

SFAC Sunday Meeting 

Accordion Circle 

Sunday, May 12, 2:00 pm 

Open Mic/Solos & Group Play/Jam 

There’s no substitute for live music!  Please plan to attend 
this event in person: $5 suggested donation at the door, 18 

years and under free with parent. Doors open at 2:00 pm. 
The Event will also be simulcast via Zoom, if staffing permits. 

Access for Club members only.  

Millbrae Chetcuti Community Room 
Civic Center Plaza/Library Plaza 

450 Poplar Avenue, Millbrae, CA 
SFAC Monthly Meetings: 

Plenty of free parking in Library lot 

Accessible location 

Close to public transit  




