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East Meets West! 
SFAC East Bay Accordion Circle, February 25, 2024 

Kenneth Schwartz 

February’s Accordion Circle in Piedmont, our first meeting not in Millbrae since we moved our programs 

there from Oyster Point several years ago, was attended by an enthusiastic group of accordionists and 

friends, some 27 in all, most of whom were new to our Club! One new member joined on the spot; we be-

lieve others will follow as well. Several expressed interest in formal lessons. 

The Piedmont High School Student Center was charming, with wood-beamed ceilings, great acoustics, and 

lots of room to spread out. We’re informed that the Student Center building was constructed as part of the 

President Roosevelt era Work Progress Administration (WPA) program, while the country was in the throes 

of the Great Depression. The building has been preserved for its historic and architectural value, while most 

of the remainder of the campus is new construction. Needless to say, everyone loved the setting!  

The meeting was capably emceed by Rosemary Busher, with Ken Schwartz also chiming in. There were a few 

minor glitches, to be expected with a new venue, including searching for electrical outlets (it’s an older build-

ing) and some technical issues with Zoom, due to loss of battery power on a laptop computer (my oversight), 

but that said, everyone had a wonderful time and guess what – our East Bay members want us to return 

soon! 

Fourteen talented accordionists participated in the jam session, skillfully led by Joseph Martin. Practice 

counts – the group performed a great rendition of the Boogie Woogie Swing for its finale. Following a terrific 

jam session, several in the group offered to play a few solo songs. 

Scott Anderson led off with a lovely rendition of Fascination, which he started out as a waltz before transpos-

ing the key up a 4th and changing the rhythm to a rumba. Well done, Scott! Next, Scott played Beethoven’s 

Für Elise, also well done. 

Next up was Thomas Seiter, who played several songs. A native of Germany, Thomas leads the group Pol-

kageist West, which performs around the Bay. Thomas thrilled us with a rousing singing rendition of Blue-

grass Polka; followed by a bit of the story of his life and then something really special – Jambalaya, which he 

sang to entertain all in the Circle. Thomas then played a terrific duet of Beer Barrel Polka with Mike Zampice-

ni, who both played and sang. The duo had everyone stompin’ on the floor. We wish you all could have been 

there to enjoy it! Mike then soloed with Norwegian Wood and his own wonderful and most unexpected ver-

sion of I Can't Get No Satisfaction!! 

Next, Ken Schwartz borrowed Rosemary Busher’s small Giuletti and played A Gay Ranchero followed by Sabre 

Dance. Finally, Edward Spondike, via Zoom from Ohio, played a wonderfully melodic composition of his called 

Listen to the Rain, followed by Neil Baker’s A Waltz For Lily. 

Many thanks to Rosemary Busher, who was the spark for and lead organizer for this first ever East Bay 

meeting; to Randy Hicks, who located the venue; to Joseph Martin for leading the jam session; and to our 

teachers in attendance, Joel Weber and Mike Zampiceni, for providing encouragement and inspiration to 

their students.  

We wish all of you could have been at the meeting. It was a wonderful, warm introduction to our East Bay 

colleagues, who are waiting for us to return. Stay tuned! 

Thanks, all! 
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Chiropractic and Accordions, a Strange Brew 
Robert Cooperstein 

Sometimes there is no good explanation for events and circumstances to have become almost impossibly intertwined. 

Such is the case for Elaine and me, who keep finding our accordion lives jumbled up with our chiropractic careers.  

The first instance came about when we began attending meetings of the SFAC at Oyster Point, our former venue. Lynn 

Ewing was the President at that time. Somehow in conversation with Elaine, Lynn mentioned that Bill, her former hus-

band, just happened to be the current President of Palmer West, a chiropractic college in San Jose. Well, not only had 

Bill been Elaine’s boss at the chiropractic college in Iowa before she moved to California, but I was employed by Palmer 

West at the time and had known Bill since 1985! Three decades prior, when I worked for another college, Bill and I 

each represented our respective Bay Area chiropractic colleges at research conferences. 

The second instance came about when I, in casual conversation with SFAC member Dr. Scott Anderson, learned that 

Dr. Scott was a PhD in anthropology and an MD, to boot. My jaw hung when I heard that, because in the early ‘90s I 

had inherited a quarterly column writing for Dynamic Chiropractic, a trade journal, from a person who 

may have been the chiropractic profession’s first triple degree doctor: PhD (anthropology, of course), 

MD, and DC. In fact, I had shared classes with this person, Dr. Robert Anderson (a real kidder in those 

days), when he was earning his chiropractic degree in the early 1980s! Scott broke out in a huge grin – 

“Well, that’s Bob, my father!”  Who woulda thunk it, I had inherited his father’s column in this trade 

journal! By the way, with a circulation of around 50,000, it featured my face 4 times a year and sort of 

made me well known in the profession. I still have articles and columns written by Dr. Anderson. 

The third chiropractic-accordion entirely unexpected confluence occurred just 2 weeks ago in Las Vegas, where I had 

been invited to speak at a truly huge chiropractic seminar. Running into Sherry, a former student of mine from the ear-

ly ‘90s (who at this time is a prominent spokesperson for the chiropractic profession), somehow 

it came up in conversation that she is the grandniece of 

none other than Lawrence Welk, that she is mentioned in 

a book about him, and that her mother had been given 

three of Welk’s earliest accordions! Yes, she also knew 

Myron Floren and his sister Val Brewer, who played for the 

SFAC in October, 2010.  

Guess it’s a small world. 

Searching for Lou Soper’s Easy Musical Chord 
Retention Method, Volumes One & Two  
 

If your collection of sheet music includes these vol-
umes, please let us know. It would be greatly appre-
ciated. (See page 6 for samples of Mr. Soper’s material) 
 

info@sfaccordionclub.com  

SFAC Scholarships 

Your Club has scholarship funds available to support 

accordion students studying with teachers who are 

SFAC members in good standing. Preference is given to 

students who demonstrate dedication to pursuing the 

study of the accordion. Contact Mike Zampiceni for a 

scholarship application.   eclecticguy@comcast.net    

408-569-2579 

Your Chewing Gum Does Lose Its Flavor on the Floor Overnight! 

The meeting on Sunday, February 25th was a lot of fun and felt very joyous. Less joyous was discov-

ering a great big wad of fresh chewing gum on the floor! This is totally NOT OK and left to yours 

truly to clean up. 

~Rosemary 
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When asked what the highlights of his career have been, 

Lou cites four events: Co-founding the Bay Area Accordi-

on Club (now called the San Francisco Accordion Club —

ed). Helping to start the Cotati Accordion Festival; being 

a featured performer at Art Van Damme’s 75th birthday 

party; and playing a tribute to his buddy, Jim Boggio, at 

Jim’s funeral. (See photo of Boggio, page 7) 

(https://cotatifest.com/2019/01/30/the-founders-of-the

-bay-area-accordion-club-baac/ ) 

Lou Soper (center)  — SFAC Founders 












