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San Francisco Accordion Club August, 2023 

 

SATURDAY, August 19 
9:45am – 10:25am  Maria Carrillo Jazz Messen-

gers  

10:30am – 11:10am  Sourdough Slim & Robert 

Armstrong  

11:15am – 11:55pm  Elena Stenkina  

12:00pm – 12:45pm  Carlos Mejia Godoy  

12:50pm – 1:30pm  Tracey Collins  

1:35pm – 1:55pm  Lady of Spain 
1:55pm – 1:45pm  Paper Bellows  
2:50pm – 3:35pm  Cory Pesaturo & Yasmine 

Azaiez  

3:40pm – 4:25pm  The Mad Maggies  

4:30pm – 5:10pm  Erica Mancini & Sam Har-

met  
5:15pm – 6:00pm  Hernandez Hideaway  

6:05pm – 6:40pm  Courtney Von Drehle  

6:45pm – 7:45pm  Junk Parlor 

Saturday Polka Tent 
9:45am – 12:00pm   Sheri Mignano & Jim Leh-

mann 
1:00pm – 5:00pm   The Steve Balich Polka Band 

Saturday Zydeco Dance Party 
1:00pm – 5:00pm   
(at Spanky’s) 

Mark St. Mary 

5:15pm – 7:00pm  
(at the big tent) 

Iko Ya Ya 

RAY’S DELI STAGE 
10:30am – 11:10am  Cila Puccadella  

11:30am – 12:10pm  Jet Black Pearl  

12:30pm – 1:10pm Wind Weavers  

1:30pm – 2:10pm  Creosote  

2:30pm – 3:10pm   5 Cent Coffee 

3:30pm – 4:10pm   Zla Vila   

4:30pm – 5:10pm   Duckmandu 

Cotati Accordion Festival - August 19-20 - Schedule:  
SUNDAY, August 20 

9:45am – 10: 25am Future Stars 
10:30am – 11:05am Mike Danner  

11:10am – 11:50am  Erica Mancini & Sam Har-

met 
11:45pm – 12:35pm   Jenny Conlee  

12:40pm – 1:25pm  Mariposas del Alma  

1:25pm – 1:30pm  Honorary Director 
1:30pm – 1:45pm   Lady of Spain 
1:45pm – 2:25pm  Tracey Collins  

2:30pm – 3:15pm  Cory Pesaturo & Yasmine 

Azaiez  

3:20pm – 4:05pm  Foleada Forró  

4:05pm – 4:15pm  Raffle 
4:15pm – 4:55pm   Elena Stenkina  

4:55pm – 5:40pm  Those Darn Accordions  
5:45pm – 6:25pm  Jet Black Pearl  

6:25pm – 7:30pm  Grand Finale 

Sunday Polka Tent 
9:45am – 12:00pm  Sheri Mignano & Jim Leh-

mann 
1:00pm – 5:00pm   The Steve Balich Polka 

Band 

Sunday Zydeco Dance Party 
1:00pm – 5:00pm   
(at Spanky’s) 

California Blue Runners 

5:15pm – 7:00pm  
(at the big tent) 

Wild Catahoulas  

RAY’S DELI STAGE 
10:30am – 11:10am   Amber Lee Baker 

11:30am – 12:10pm   Barn Swallows  

12:30pm – 1:10pm   5 Cent Coffee 

1:30pm – 2:10pm   Art Peterson & Laurie 

Miller 

2:30pm – 3:10pm   Zla Vila   

3:30pm – 4:10pm   Juniper Djinn  
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Annual Bryant Park Summer Accordion Festival in NYC 
                                       By Pamela Tom 

2023 Festival Announcement 

This year's “Accordions Around the World in Bryant Park” (AAW) features women-led projects with 
Diana Burco's Colombian Vallenato, Finland’s Suistamon Sähkö, and an all-female Ragini Ensemble in 
partnership with Brooklyn Raga Massive. Live streaming of the AAW is on August 25, 2023, 4 - 7 PM (PDT) via: https://
bryantpark.org/activities/picnic-performances and YouTube https://www.youtube.com/user/bryantparknyc. If you 
miss the date, visit the YouTube site later to view the recorded version. For more details: https://bryantpark.org/
calendar/event/accordions-around-the-world-picnic/2023-08-25  

New York City’s Evolution of the Accordion Festival at Bryant Park 

Since 2011 the free outdoor Bryant Park Accordion Festival has been one of several summer outdoor Bryant Park Picnic 
performances supported by the Bank of America. The festival has undergone varying name changes and formats. Aria-

na Hellerman became the founder and curated of “Accordions Around the World in Bryant Park” in 
2013 and created a new title, schedule and format for the accordion performances. There were 20 
accordionists and an assortment of instruments from the family of accordions. Harmoniums, button-
boxes, bandoneons and more convened to showcase throughout the park the multitude of genres 

that the accordion is linked with. AAW emphasis is on 
folk and genres like bachata, Balkan, Cajun, classical, 
cumbia, forró, jazz, klezmer, Middle Eastern, musette, 
pop, qawwali, rock, tango, tarantella, vallenato, zydeco, 
and more. The extended evenings included an 
“Accordion Jam and Dance Parties” theme that featured 
Eastern European wedding music (June), a Northern Bra-
zilian hoe down (July) and the American Accordion Asso-
ciation celebrating its 75th anniversary (August) with 
more accordionists and bands in the park until 10 PM. 

By 2014, accordionists participated weekly from 5:00 – 7:15 PM in AAW throughout the park. During 2015 the accordi-
onists were performing weekly from July to August, 6:00 – 8:00 PM throughout the park. There was a double perfor-
mance during the last week of August with a special event, “Accordion Bands Festival” from 4:30 – 10:00 PM! 

 

Suistamon Sähkö Diana Burco 
Ragini Ensemble 

There was a 2-year hiatus of Picnic in 
the Park due to Covid-19. In 2022 the 
Accordion Festival returned to Bryant 
Park Picnic Performances and was video 
streamed on YouTube. The nearly 3-hr 
performance highlighting music of Af-
ghanistan, Ukraine, and Mexico can be 
viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/
live/hyXsl-ChReQ . This year the AAW 
was also compressed to three hours in 
one evening, August 25, 2023 from 7-10 
PM. This year’s summer-wide Picnic in 
the Park schedule is at: https://
bryantpark.org/activities/picnic-
performances.  
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SFAC Board of Directors 

Ken Schwartz, President  
Kenneth.E.Schwartz@gmail.com 
 

Rosemary Busher, Vice-President  
(510)220-2931, rosemary@busher.org 
 

Paul Cain paulrussellcain@gmail.com 

Robert Cooperstein  (510)207-6009, drrcoop@sbcglobal.net 

Elaine Cooperstein (510)921-9323, elainedc@sbcglobal.net 

Randall Hicks (510)750-6858, hickr01@sprintmail.com 

Dominic Palmisano (Honorary) accord47@gmail.com  

Webmaster & Bookkeeping: Randall Hicks 

Newsletter: Content, Layout, Edit, Printing, Labeling, Mailing  

Elaine & Robert Cooperstein, Pamela Tom, Rosemary 

Busher (+ credited contributors each issue) 

Scholarship:  

Mike Zampiceni (408)569-2579, eclecticguy@comcast.net 

 Thank You, Donors!     

Sincere Thanks  to those who generously donate to 

support the SFAC. We thank these members who 
have made extra donations during our current mem-
bership year (Beginning October 1, 2022).  
Lorna Anderson; Dr. Scott T. Anderson; Ron Borelli; Dave 
Braun; Gail Campanella; Gay Castellano; Raymond Celentano; 
George Chavez; Elaine & Robert Cooperstein; Edward Crnich; 
Xavier & Candace de la Prade; Ed Gorzynski, Jr.; Lorraine In-
audi; Jerry Keifer; Nancy Leonard; Linda Lonay; Franco, Susan & 
Lorenzo Lucchesi; Michael A. Marotta, Jr.; Ed Massolo; Nora 
Mazzara; Anna Nicora; Laura Jean Niland; Gisele B. Oakes; Ca-
sey & Colette Ogata; David Perry; Robert D. & Dil Pisani; Shirley 
Roller; Don & Mary Savant; Dr. Kenneth Schwartz; Georgia 
Sutherland; Bill & Gloria Tapogna; Pamela Tom; Frank Venturel-
li; Barbara Winter; Tseli Wu; Mike Zampiceni; Marlen Zhagel 
If you have donated and your name doesn’t appear here, please contact 
elainedc@sbcglobal.net. We greatly appreciate the support and want to be 
sure you are recognized. 

SFAC Scholarships 

Your Club has scholarship funds available to support 

accordion students studying with teachers who are SFAC 

members in good standing. Preference is given to students 

who demonstrate dedication to pursuing the study of the 

accordion. Contact Mike Zampiceni for a scholarship 

application.   eclecticguy@comcast.net    408-569-2579 

SFAC Newsletter Ad Policy 

Members may place 1/8-page (business-card size) free of charge for 

one month each year.  

Additional ads are $10/issue or $100/year.  

Monthly ad prices for members: 

1/8 page: $10; 1/4-page: $25; 1/2-page: $50; Full-page: $100.  

Non-member rates are double. 

Contact info@sfaccordionclub.com 

The San Francisco Accordion Club is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charita-
ble organization whose purpose is to enhance, promote and stimulate 
an appreciation for the accordion within the membership and through-
out the general public.  

Donations are tax-deductible and gratefully accepted by using the 
Donate button at www.sfaccordionclub.com  

Accordion Figurines for Sale 
  info@sfaccordionclub.com   

 
Vintage 
Bunny with 
Accordion  

$60 OBO 

Troll with  

accordion 

$60 OBO  

More figurines will be available at the Cotati Accordion Festi-
val, August 19 & 20.  

SFAC Rental Accordions  

Do you know someone interested in renting an accordi-

on? Our current inventory selections are perfect for an 

emerging player, or someone who isn’t bothered by the 

smaller key size. Terms are 6-month minimum, payable 

via PayPal.  

Contact info@sfaccordionclub.com for more information 

or to arrange pick-up. 

Super Stradella: 32 bass, 25 keys, lightweight little red 

accordion considered a “starter instrument”. $30/mo 

Modern: 120 bass student size with 41 keys. $50/mo 

La Melodiosa 120 bass, compact student model with 41 

very narrow/responsive keys, sporting a brand-new set 

of straps. $50/mo 

Excelsior Accordiana: 120 bass ladies size 41 keys, white 

with blue sparkles - looks & plays great. $50/mo 

Guirrini: 120 bass, 41 keys, student size in white. $50/mo 
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Support the Businesses That 

Support the SFAC! 

SFAC Members Performing Around the Bay 
 

Ron Borelli  San Mateo  -  RonBorelli@aol.com      
www.ronborelli.com 
 

Richard Denier  Carmel  -  rjd.denier@gmail.com 
 

Reno Di Bono  South Bay  -  ourhike@aol.com       
www.italianaccordion.com 
 

Joe Domitrowich  South Bay -www.alpinersusa.com 
or www.capricious-accordion.com 
 

Ed Gorzynski, Jr.  East Bay -  edspolkas@yahoo.com 
 

Il Duetto Musica (aka Paul Aebersold & Gloria Gazave) 
mazurkaman@yahoo.com  
https://www.facebook.com/Il- Duetto-Musica-
992981207392410/  
 

Robert Kennedy 
robertkennedymusic.com,  missionhotclub.com  
 

Pamela Tom  Yolo & Solano Counties 
accordionpam@gmail.com 
 

Mike Zampiceni  East Bay & South Bay 
eclecticguy@comcast.net,  www.mikezamp.com  

ACCORDION INSTRUCTION 
East Bay 

 Lou Jacklich*   510-317-9510 

 Joel Weber*  www.joelseastbayacordionlessons.weebly.com/ 

 Mike Zampiceni*   www.mikezamp.com 

  

Peninsula/South Bay 

 Reno DiBono  Reno.DiBono@gmail.com 

 Marian Kelly   650-954-3711 

 Joe Simoni*  jsimoni2000@gmail.com, 650-867-1122 

 Mike Zampiceni*   www.mikezamp.com 

  

Outside the Bay Area 

 Gail Campanella* GailCampanella@gmail.com 805-

895-0457 (Santa Barbara)   

 Bonnie Birch* www.bonniebirch.com (Seattle)    

 Pamela Tom* accordionpam@gmail.com (Davis)   

 Lorna Anderson* 910-215-5757 (Pinehurst, NC)  

* = remote lessons (ZOOM, Facetime, Skype) available 

SFAC COMING EVENTS 
Mark Your Calendars! 

 

August 19-20 – Cotati Accordion Festival, Visit 
our SFAC canopy at the festival! No Millbrae 
meeting. 

September 17 - Gail Campenella—Live at 
Chetcuti! 

October 15 – Accordion Circle - Oktoberfest Edition 

November 19 - TBA - via ZOOM 

December 2023 – No SFAC meeting - Holiday break 



 

 

  

fb.com/sanfranciscoaccordionclub  

San Francisco Accordion Club 

Newsletter  

c/o 10233 Bay Avenue 

Englewood, FL  34224  

www.sfaccordionclub.com 

First Class 

Postage 

FIRST CLASS POSTAGE 

 

 

Upcoming Events: Cotati Accordion Festival (August 19-20), Gail Campanella (September 17) 

SFAC Meets on 3rd Sundays! 

No Meeting in August 

September - Millbrae meeting 

Gail Campanella 

Sunday, September 17, 2023 

SEPTEMBER: Chetcuti doors open at 2:00 PM, 

performance begins approximately 2:30 PM 

See email for link to online streaming  

See email for details, or  

contact info@sfaccordionclub.com  




